ORANGE RIVER

ORANGE RIVER, the longest river in
South Africa. It rises on the western slopes
of the high mountains in Basutoland, less
than 200 miles from the Indian Ocean, and,
flowing in a general westerly direction, travels
1,300 miles across the continent and enters
the Atlantic, draining a 'region embracing
400,000 square miles. The largest of its trib-
utaries is the Vaal. Numerous cataracts and
cascades occur in its course. At Hundred
Falls the water rushes over a series of ledges
and falls 400 feet in sixteen miles. A large
sand bar at the mouth of the river closes it
to ocean vessels; above the bar it is navigable
a short distance for small vessels. In parts
of its course the waters can be used for ir-
rigation, The native Hottentots call the river
the Garib, meaning1 great water.

ORANG-UTAN', or ORANG-OUTANG',
one of the anthropoid, or manlike, apes, or
monkeys, found in Borneo and Sumatra. It

ORANG-UTAN

reaches a height of four or five feet and is
second in size only to the gorilla. It is one
of those animals which approach most nearly
to man, being in this respect only inferior to
the chimpanzee and gorilla. It is utterly
incapable of walking in a perfectly erect
posture. Its body, except the face, is cov-
ered with, coarse hair, of a brownish-red color.
The arms reach to the ankle joint, the hind
legs are short and stunted and the nails of
the fingers and toes are flattened. The orang-
utans swing themselves quickly along from
tree to tree, by the aid of their long arms,
but their gait on the ground is awkward and
unsteady. They are remarkable for strength
and intelligence, and are capable of being
tamed and taught, if captured when young.
They feed chiefly on fruits and sleep in trees.
See MAN ; APE ; MONKEY.

2669                        ORATION

ORA'TION, a formal public speech in dig-
nified style, delivered on some special occa-
sion. Orations may be of several classes:
demonstrative, in which the purpose of the
speaker is less to persuade than to please his
audience; deliberative^ or exhortative, in
which the speaker aims to secure a certain
decision, to arouse people to action or to con-
vince them of a truth; judiciary, used chiefly
by advocates in court, characterized by clear-
ness, close logic and earnestness. Some of
the greatest addresses have been pleas in
court.

The oration was the form of literature first
to be developed to comparative perfection.
It advanced through all the stages from the
exhortation of armies by their commanders
to the addresses in behalf of great causes in
modern free deliberative assemblies. Among
the Greeks were many famous orators, of
whom Isocrates, Demosthenes, Aeschines and
Pericles are especially famous. The names of
Cicero, Mark Antony and Cato represent Ro-
man oratory at its best. From the downfall
of the Roman Empire until the late modern
period, oratory suffered a decline; but at the
time of the American and French Revolutions
there was an awakening, signified by such
names as Pitt, Mansfield, Sheridan, Burke,
Fox, Patrick Henry, James Otis, Alexander
Hamilton and Richard Henry Lee.

Probably in no equal period in the history
of any nation have so many remarkable ora-
tors arisen as during the slavery controversy
in the United States: notable among these are
Calhoun, the spokesman of the South; Web-
ster, the representative of the North*, Clay,
the compromiser and defender of the Union;
Sumner, the advocate of universal liberty;
Douglas, the expounder of state sovereignty;
Everett, one of the greatest scholars and rhet-
oricians of his time; Choate, unsurpassed as
a forensic orator; Phillips, the agitator;
James G. Blaine, the political orator and
George William Curtis, the supporter of in-
dependence and honesty in politics. Among
single orations Abraham Lincoln's Gettys-
burg Address holds first place in American
literary annals. America has also produced
many eloquent pulpit orators, such as Phillips
Brooks, Henry Ward Beecher and Newell
Dwight Hillis. Among recent political orators
William Jennings Bryan is perhaps the most
effective. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, former Pre-
mier, was unsurpassed among modern Cana-
dian orators.